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» 9:25 a.m. — Panel 1: On the Horizon: Policy Trends Shaping Black Communities

The policy landscape is shifting under our feet. From Al governance and broadband access to tax policy and wealth-
building to financial regulation and retirement security, decisions being made now will shape Black economic life for
the next generation.

In this conversation, three Joint Center researchers share what they are tracking across their respective portfolios:
Danielle (Davis) Canty on technology and Al policy, Dr. LaToya B. Parker on tax reform and wealth equity, and
Cantrell Dumas on financial regulation and retirement security. This is a look at the work before it becomes a
headline: the policy trends, regulatory shifts, and emerging fault lines that will define the terrain for Black
communities in the years ahead.
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= 10:00 a.m. — Kickoff Remarks: The State of Social Impact Investing

Rey Ramsey
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Nathan Cummings Foundation

*10:07 a.m. — Panel 2: Impact Investing that Addresses Racial Inequality

Social impact investing has become a trillion-dollar field. The question is whether Black communities are
seeing the returns. Foundations are aligning endowments with mission. CDFIs and community development
corporations are deploying capital in neighborhoods that traditional finance has bypassed. Impact funds are
scaling. But alignment on paper does not guarantee impact on the ground, and the gap between where capital is
committed and where it actually lands remains one of the least examined dynamics in American economic life.

Rey Ramsey, whose recent book The Tyranny of False Choices challenges the either/or framing that dominates
both philanthropy and investment ("returns or impact, scale or equity, fiduciary duty or mission"), brings the
perspective of a foundation president who has committed 100 percent of Nathan Cummings Foundation's $483
million endowment to mission alignment. Michele Jawando leads Omidyar Network at the intersection of
responsible technology and inclusive capital. Otis Rolley runs Baltimore's economic development agency,
Baltimore Development Corporation, where the question of who benefits from capital deployment is not
theoretical.

Together, these three leaders examine what it actually takes to move social impact capital in ways that close the
racial wealth divide: who controls the investment thesis, what accountability looks like after the check clears,
and whether the field is building wealth in Black communities or circulating money around them.
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« 10:55a.m. — Break
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= 11:05 a.m. — Panel 3: Can the Al Revolution and Reindustrialization
Open New Pathways to Black Wealth?

The United States is in the early innings of its largest industrial buildup in decades. Factories are reshoring.
Supply chains are rewiring. Al data centers are going up. Trillions of dollars are moving: where they land will
shape who gets jobs and who owns the assets.

Previous industrial and technology transformations promised prosperity but delivered it unequally. Closing the
racial wealth divide requires both: incomes to live on and assets to build from. The Al revolution and
reindustrialization are generating exactly that kind of opportunity — from energy dominance to semiconductor
fabrication, from robotics to Al-enabled services.

In this conversation, moderated by Dedrick Asante-Muhammad, president of the Joint Center for Political and
Economic Studies, we explore how African Americans can capture the gains from these structural shifts. Not as
passive beneficiaries, but as investors, suppliers, entrepreneurs, and architects of the financing structures and
policy frameworks that determine who wins. The reindustrialization wave won't wait. The question is whether
Black Americans are positioned to ride it.
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» 12:00 p.m. — Lunch

= 12:15 p.m. — Lunchtime Fireside Chat: Rep. James Clyburn
Congressman James Clyburn is often understood as a singular figure in American politics: a South Carolina
congressman, Democratic power broker, and one of the nation’s most influential Black elected leaders. But in The
First Eight, he places his own story within a longer and too often overlooked lineage: the eight Black men from
South Carolina who served in Congress after the Civil War and before the rise of Jim Crow closed that door for
nearly a century.

Through the stories of these men, Congressman Clyburn revisits a defining period in American democracy, when
Black political leadership emerged out of emancipation and carried a message of liberty, citizenship, and self-
government to the nation. In conversation with Erica L. Green of The New York Times, Congressman Clyburn
reflects on the lessons of the first eight, how far the country has come, and how far we still have to go in realizing the
full promise of American democracy.
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=12:50 p.m. — Fireside Chat: Affordability, Asset Building, and the
Racial Wealth Divide

Housing costs are rising faster than wages. Insurance markets are retreating from the communities most
exposed to climate risk. The racial wealth divide, already among the most persistent structural features of the
American economy, is being compounded by an affordability crisis that hits Black households hardest: families
who rent at higher rates, own homes at lower rates, carry less insurance, and hold fewer assets to absorb
economic shocks.

The policy tools to address this exist. Federal housing investments, climate adaptation funding, insurance
market reform, and targeted asset-building programs have all been proposed, debated, and in some cases
enacted. The question is whether they are being designed and deployed in ways that actually close the divide, or
whether they reproduce the same patterns of unequal benefit that have defined federal housing and economic
policy for decades.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, who has led on climate accountability and corporate transparency in the Senate,
brings both the policy architecture and the ground-level reality to this conversation. He will examine where
federal policy is working, where it is falling short, and what it would take to align affordability and climate
resilience into an equitable and coherent national strategy.
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