
Summary: Both pregnancy and childbirth rates declined dramatically for African American females during the 1990s.  Despite these
declines, they remain more likely than their white or Latina counterparts to report having been pregnant.  However, black female teens

were less likely to report childbirth than Latina teens in 2000.

Pregnancy
■ The late 1990s was a period of record low pregnancy rates for all teens. Teens were less likely to

become pregnant in 1997 than at any time since 1976 (when national data about pregnancy rates

first became available).  Between 1990 (when peak rates were recorded) and 1997, pregnancy rates
for African American teens ages 15 to19 declined 23 percent, only slightly less than the 26-percent

decline in pregnancy rates for white teens.1

■ Despite these declines, African American teens are more likely than others to report having ever

been pregnant.2-5  In 2001, African American high school students were about twice as likely as

their white or Hispanic counterparts to indicate that they had been pregnant or that they had
gotten someone pregnant.  (Figures A and B)

■ If a black teen has a first pregnancy by 19, she is nearly twice as likely as a white teen to carry the
pregnancy to term and to have a live birth.6

■ However, not all pregnancies are carried to term. Some are terminated either by abortion or by
other forms of fetal loss.  In 1997, the pregnancy rate among African American females ages 15 to

19 was 170.4 (per 1,000), and the live birth rate was 88.2.  The rate of induced abortions was 62.7

(per 1,000), and the rate of other forms of fetal loss was 16.9. The 1997 pregnancy, live birth, and
abortion rates for African American teens were more than double the rates for white teens, although

the rates for Hispanic teens (especially for pregnancies and live births) were comparable to the rates

among African American teens.1

Childbirth

■ Births to teens ages 15 to 19 traditionally have been more common among African Americans than
among all other teens.  During the late 20th century, birth rates for black teens were at least double

the rates for white teens.7 (Figure C)

■ After declining from higher rates in the 1970s and early 1980s, births to females ages 15 to19 as a

share of all U.S. births increased during the 1990s.  In 1990, teen births were less than 13 percent of

all U.S. births; in 1998, teen births were nearly 15 percent of all U.S. births. However, black teen
births as a share of all black births declined slightly during the 1990s.  Teen births were nearly a

quarter of all black births in 1990, declining to 21.5 percent of all black births by 1998.8, 9
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■ Also during the late 20th century, the proportion of babies born to unmarried adolescents increased.  In 1980, of all

births to black teens, 86 percent were to unwed mothers, and of all births to white teens, 33 percent were to unwed
mothers.  By 1999, most births to all teens occurred outside of marriage (79 percent).8, 10-12

■ However, childbirth rates declined dramatically for black teens between 1991 and 2000.  The birth rate declined
40 percent among black teens ages 15 to 17 and 24 percent among black teens ages 18 to 19.  (Figure D) Rates of

decline were comparable (although smaller) for white and Hispanic teens during this period.7
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Figure A. Percent of Female Students (Grades 9-12) Who Have Ever Been Pregnant, by
Race/Ethnicity, 1995, 1997, 1999, and 2001

Source: See notes 2 to 5.
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Figure B. Percent of Male Students (Grades 9-12) Who Reported Ever Getting Someone
Pregnant, by Race/Ethnicity, 1995, 1997, 1999, and 2001

Source: See notes 2 to 5.
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Figure C. Birth Rates by Mother’s Age and Race/Latino Origin, 1990-2000

Source: See note 7.
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Figure D. Birth Rates for African American Adolescents, by Age of Mother, 1990-2000

Source: See note 7.
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