
American President.  A great deal 
of  effort was made to bring black 
voters, especially young black vot-
ers, to the polls. Black turnout in 
the 2008 election increased sub-
stantially from 2004.  In fact, black 
turnout was at an historic high.   
The total share of  the national 
vote represented by black voters 
between 2004 and 2008 increased 
from 11 percent to 13 percent ac-
cording to the exit polls, and the 
black share of  the vote in many 
individual states increased substan-
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What follows is a brief  review of  some 

available evidence regarding the Novem-

ber 4, 2008 election. In particular, this 

review focuses on the election of  Presi-

dent-elect Barack Obama, the behavior 

and significance of  African American 

voters in the 2008 elections and the 

profiles of  black candidates for federal 

office. 

here were several significant 
developments for black poli-

tics in November 2008, the most 
significant being the election of  
Barack Obama as the first African 
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TABLE 1.  The Black National Electorate By Demographic Group, 2000 v. 2004

SHARE OF TOTAL ELECTORATE GROUP PRESIDENTIAL 

VOTE 2000

PRESIDENTIAL 

VOTE 2004

PRESIDENTIAL 

VOTE 2008

2000 2004 2008 Gore Bush Kerry Bush Obama McCain

% % % % % % % % %

82 79 74 Whites 42 54 41 58 43 55

10 11 13 Blacks 90 8 88 11 95 4

7 6 8 Hispanics 67 31 56 43 66 32

African 

American 

Voters

2 3 3 18-29 91 8 86 13 95 4

4 4 4  30-44 91 7 89 11 96 4

3 3 4 45-59 89 9 88 11 96 3

2 2 1 60+ 87 11 90 9 94 6

4 5 5 Men 85 12 86 13 95 5

6 7 7 Women 94 6 90 10 96 3

SOURCES: (2000/Voter News Service) N.Y. Times, 11/12/00; (2004/Edison/Mitofsky) www.nytimes.com/2004/11/07/weekinreview/07conn.html?ex=1108098000&en=fa91695cdadb2f1e&ei=5070&ex=11025684

00&en=bbf8f44820e65ea7&ei=5070&oref=login; (2008/Edison/Mitofsky) www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/results/polls/#USP00p1

Blacks and the 2008 Elections: A Preliminary Analysis
tially.  In addition to record-setting 
turnout, President-elect Obama re-
ceived 95 percent of  the black vote, 
bettering President Lyndon B. John-
son’s 94 percent in 1964, the previous 
high.  The number of  black major 
party federal candidates on the ballot 
in 2008 was similar to the number in 
2006. 

National Turnout Increases Ac-
cording to preliminary figures from 

the Committee for the Study of  the 
American Electorate (CSAE), overall 
turnout in the 2008 election was up 
from 2004. In 2004, 122 million peo-
ple voted, while in 2008 (with ballots 
still being counted), CSAE estimates 
that when the count is complete, 
between 126.5 and 128.5 million 

voters will have cast ballots. Using 
CSAE’s mid-range figure (127.5 mil-
lion), overall voter turnout was 61.2 
percent in 2008, slightly better than 
2004’s 60.7 percent, which was the 

highest level since 1968.
 
Black Voter Turnout Smashes 

Record In 2008, according to the 
Edison/Mitofsky exit polls (see Ta-
ble 1), the principal exit polling orga-
nization, black voters cast 13 percent 
of  all ballots cast, or (based on as-
sumptions about the final vote turn-
out numbers from CSAE) approxi-
mately 16.6 million votes.  In 2004, 
according to Edison/Mitofsky, black 
voters cast 11 percent of  all ballots, 
or approximately 13.42 million votes; 
thus, the increase from 2004 to 2008 

was about 3.16 million voters, or 
23.5 percent.  The Census Bureau’s 
November 2006 Current Population 
Survey reported that there were 24.81 
million eligible African American 
adults, and with 16.6 million black 
votes cast, 2008 black turnout would 
be 66.8 percent - smashing the previ-
ous record of  58.5 percent in 1964; 
the post-Voting Rights Act turnout 
high was 57.6 percent in 1968.  Fur-
thermore, while the final vote for the 

2008 presidential election has yet to 
be determined, it is likely that black 
turnout - for the first time in history 

- will surpass white turnout in a U.S. 
presidential election.  Of  the total 
black vote cast in 2008, black women 
represented 58 percent, while black 
men represented 42 percent of  the 
total.  According to the exit polls, 
Hispanic voters increased their share 
of  the total vote from six percent 
(2004) to eight percent (2008).  The 

(cont inued from cover)

New Faces in Congress

Marcia Fudge (D) 
Ohio’s 11th District

Warrensville Heights Mayor, Marcia Fudge, will replace 
the late Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones in the 
Ohio 11th Congressional District.  Before her election 
to the post of  Mayor of  Warrensville Heights nine years 
ago, Fudge served as Rep. Tubbs Jones’ congressional 
Chief  of  Staff.  After Tubbs Jones’ death in August 
of  2008, the Democratic Party’s executive committee 
selected Fudge as her replacement.  Fudge won the 
general election by 70 percentage points. 

Fudge graduated from Shaker Heights High School 
and received a Bachelor of  Science in Business 
Administration from Ohio State University in 1975.  

Fudge also holds a juris doctorate from Cleveland 
Marshall College of  Law, Cleveland State University.

As an attorney, Fudge has worked with the private 
industry, the cities of  Cleveland and Bedford, Cuyahoga 
County and the State of  Ohio. She has also worked 
for the County as Director of  Personal Property Tax, 
Deputy Auditor of  the Estate Tax Department, Director 
of  the Cuyahoga County Budget Commission, Director 
of  Budget & Finance, Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s 
Office, and most recently as Chief  of  Staff  for U.S. 

Congresswoman Tubbs Jones.

breakfast at our favorite pancake house.  Usually 
when I’m in town and have time, I take my 
children and grandchildren to breakfast early 
Sunday morning.  But on that Sunday morning, 
we couldn’t get in because it was so busy.  We 
drove into the parking lot and all of  these cars 
were in the parking lot.  Then you look at all 
these young people hanging out there, and my 
daughter jumped out of  the car and ran over 
there with some of  the people she had been 
working with in the campaign. They’re all there.  
I’m looking at their back windows, and in their 
windows they had signs, hand-made signs that 
said, “race does not matter,” and it was saying to 
people, “hey ya’ll, race may matter to ya’ll, but 
it doesn’t matter to us.  We’re in this campaign 
for this country’s future.”  So I think all of  these 
things working together had an impact on a lot 
of  us adults.  

Focus: Taking the long view, what do you 
believe is going to be the likely impact of  the 
Obama victory and his presidency on race 
relations in the United States?

Rep. Clyburn:  In the long view, three things.  
Number one, I think this victory is a giant step 
towards the fulfillment of  the search for a more 
perfect union.  Secondly, I think this victory 
gives credence to the edicts uttered by parents 
of  school children and school teachers when 
they say to the four and five year olds that if  
you stay out of  trouble and you study hard, you 
can grow up to be anything you want to be.  
Thirdly, this victory reconnects us to the global 
community around the world.   Barack Obama 
immediately reconnects us to a majority of  the 
people, a vast majority of  the global community 
that has been very, very upset with this country 
for sometime now. Not because of  its people, 
but because of  its leadership, and they see in this 
man an internationalist who can get us to where 
we need to be.  So, I think that those three areas 
will affect the long view that can be gathered 
from this election.
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Table 2.  The Black Vote by State, Presidential Elections, 2000v2008, Selected States

Black Share of State Vote Total Voter Turnout Black Partisan 

Vote, 2004

Black Partisan 

Vote, 2008

State BVAP 2000 2004 2008 2004 2008 Kerry Bush Obama McCain

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

AL 25 25 25 29 56.3 61.6 91 6 98 2

AR 15.1 11 15 12 52.4 52.1 94 6 94 4

CA 7.9 7 6 10 61.2 n/a 81 18 95 5

FL 14 15 12 13 62.8 62.5 86 13 96 4

GA 26.4 25 25 30 54.7 61.3 88 12 98 2

IL 15.1 14 10 17 62.3 62.5 89 10 96 3

LA 29.3 29 27 29 59.3 58.7 90 9 94 4

MD 29.6 22 24 25 65.5 61.1 89 11 94 6

MI 13.6 11 13 12 66.1 66.7 89 10 97 3

MO 10.8 12 8 13 64.6 67.4 90 10 93 7

NY 15.9 11 13 17 58.8 55.4 90 9 100 0

NC 21.4 19 26 23 56.8 66.3 85 14 95 5

OH 11.3 9 10 11 66.5 61.1 84 16 97 2

PA 9.5 7 13 13 61.9 61.7 83 16 95 5

SC 27.3 22 30 25 52.2 58.2 85 15 96 4

TN 15.8 18 13 12 55.7 57.9 89 10 94 6

TX 12.5 15 12 13 52.2 54.1 83 17 98 2

VA 19.7 16 21 20 59.9 62.2 87 12 92 8

SOURCES:  Information on the black voting-age population is from the November 2006 U.S. Census Current Population Survey. The actual share numbers from 1992-2000 are from Voter News Service, and 

for 2004-2008 from the Edison/Mitofsky consortium.  Total turnout numbers are from the Committee for the Study of the American Electorate.

vote in 2008 than did Sen. Kerry in 
2004 - despite Kerry’s strong black 
support in that election.  President-
elect Obama received a larger share 
of  the black vote than Sen. Kerry in 
all states.   A few states are illustrative 
of  the shift in black voting between 
2004 and 2008.  In the key state of  
Ohio, Obama received 97 percent of  

the black vote in 2008, while Kerry 
received 84 percent in 2004; in Penn-
sylvania, the shift was from 83 to 95 
percent; in North Carolina, the shift 
was from 85 to 95 percent.   The 
states where black voters represent-
ed the most important contributions 
to President-elect Obama’s victory 
were Florida, North Carolina, Ohio 
and Virginia; black voters were key 
to his wins in these states.  In other 
election contests, black voters were 
critical to the election of  Senator-
elect Hagan (D-NC), Sen. Landrieu 
(D-LA) and Governor Perdue (D-
NC). Black voters in Georgia were 
also critical to Jim Martin in the U.S. 
Senate race, where he advanced to 
an early December runoff  with Sen. 
Saxby Chambliss. 

President-elect Obama and White 

Voters Nationally, President-elect 
Obama received 43 percent of  the 
white vote - up only marginally from 
Sen. Kerry’s 41 percent in 2004.  
However, the national numbers are 
deceiving. In all states outside of  the 
South, Obama received significantly 

more of  the white vote - more than 
any Democratic nominee since Lyn-
don Johnson.   He received an ab-
solute majority of  the white vote in 
16 states and the District of  Colum-
bia.   In the rest of  the states in the 
U.S. outside of  the South (with the 
exception of  the Republican can-

didates’ home states of  Alaska and 
Arizona where Obama ran one point 
worse than Kerry) Obama demon-
strated significantly increased appeal.  

Although he ran behind Kerry in 
Kerry’s home state of  Massachusetts, 
and its neighboring states of  Con-
necticut and Rhode Island, Obama 
still won all three with 60+ percent 
of  the vote.  Obama ran ahead of  
Sen. Kerry among white voters in 
such reliably Republican states as 
Utah (nine points better among 
whites) and Idaho (seven points bet-
ter than Kerry). In two southern 
states, Obama received an increased 
share of  the white vote - North Car-
olina and Virginia - both of  which 
he won.  However, in four southern 
states, Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana 
and Mississippi, he received a small-
er share of  the white vote than John 
Kerry received in 2004.  Given the 
political environment of  2008, these 
results certainly suggest that the race 
variable was a factor.   
There are three factors that reliably 
predict election results in U.S. presi-
dential elections: the state of  the 
economy, the approval/disapproval 
ratings of  the incumbent party and 
the proportion of  voters who think 
the country is going in the right di-
rection or is on the wrong track.  It 
was these factors that explain why in 
2008, voters moved in Obama’s direc-
tion.  In the remaining five southern 

states, Obama matched Kerry’s white 
vote.   And interestingly, Obama won 
Florida by flipping the Hispanic vote. 

In 2004, Bush won Florida’s Hispan-
ic vote by 15 percentage points; in 
2008, Obama won Florida’s Hispanic 
vote by 12 percentage points.   

Black Candidates for Federal 

Office There were 56 black major 
party nominees for federal office in 

2008, down one from 2006.  There 
were 47 black Democratic nominees 

(one off  from the all-time high), and 
nine black Republican nominees (tied 
for the lowest number since 1990); 
there were 24 black Republican nom-
inees in 1994 and 2000. There were 
also two black nominees for the U.S. 
Senate in Alabama and Mississippi 
who were not elected. The number 
of  black members in the 111th Con-
gress may decline by one from the 
present Congress as President-elect 
Obama departs the legislative branch 
to assume control of  the executive. 
If  an African American is appointed 
to fill either Sen. Obama’s seat or Sen. 

Biden’s seat, the number of  black 
members would remain the same.  
Of  the 47 Democratic nominees, 42, 

or 89 percent, won with an average 
vote of  80 percent; 15 U.S. House 
incumbents were unopposed.  All of  
the nine black Republican nominees 
lost while averaging 19 percent of  
the vote in the districts where they 
ran.  Among the black Democratic 
nominees, 64 percent ran in major-
ity-minority districts, and 36 percent 
in majority white districts. There will 
be 40 black Democratic U.S. Repre-
sentatives in the new Congress, no 
black U.S. Senators (unless an African 
American is appointed to fill either 

Sen. Obama’s or Sen. Biden’s seat) 
and two black Democratic delegates.  
There is only one new black mem-
ber of  the U.S. House, Marcia Fudge 
(D-OH), who was elected to the seat 
held by the late Stephanie Tubbs 
Jones.  Information on all black ma-
jor party nominees for federal office 

in 2008 is provided in Table 3. 

share of  the total 2008 presidential 
vote cast by non-Hispanic white 
voters declined from 79 percent in 

2004 to 74 percent in 2008.  The 74 

percent represents the lowest share 
of  the presidential vote cast by non-
Hispanic whites in history. 
State Turnout Varies While the 
black share of  the national vote in-
creased from 11 to 13 percent from 
2004 and 2008, the changes in indi-
vidual states varied considerably (see 
Table 2).  There were six states that 
witnessed very large increases in the 
black share of  the statewide vote 
between 2004 and 2008.  In the two 
states with the numerically largest 
black voting-age populations, New 
York and California, the black share 
of  the vote increased sharply - from 
13 to 17 percent in New York and 

from six to 10 percent in California.  
In Alabama (from 25 to 29 percent) 
and Georgia (25 to 30 percent), the 

share of  black voters rose strongly.  
In the swing state of  Missouri, the 
black share of  the vote rose from 
eight to 13 percent of  the total, and 
in President-elect Obama’s home 
state of  Illinois, the black share of  
the state vote increased from 10 to 
17 percent.   In two important battle-
ground states, the black share of  the 
vote declined slightly, although the 
number of  black voters increased.  In 
Virginia, the black share of  the state 
vote declined from 21 to 20 percent, 
but overall turnout was up.  In North 
Carolina, which had the largest in-
crease in turnout of  any state in the 
country, the black share of  the vote 
declined from 26 to 23 percent.  In 
both states, black voters over-voted 
their share of  the black voting age 
population (BVAP).  In Ohio, the 
black share of  the total state vote in-
creased by 10 percent.
 

The Partisan Picture The Demo-
cratic share of  the black vote reached 
an all time high in 2008 with 95 per-
cent of  African Americans voting for 
Sen. Obama. Conversely, Sen. John 
McCain received a smaller percentage 
of  black votes than any GOP nomi-
nee in history - only four percent.  
President-elect Obama broke Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson’s record, 
which was established in the fateful 
year 1964, when the Civil Rights Act 
was passed.   There was no variation 
outside the margin of  error among 
black subgroups (see Table 1) in 
2008.  There was no black gender 
gap, nor were there any generational 
differences among black voters. Sim-
ply put, President-elect Obama was 
the overwhelming choice of  African 
American voters.   In the states where 
most African Americans live, Barack 
Obama generally received a consid-
erably higher percentage of  the black 
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Table 3. Black Major Party Nominees for Federal Office, November 2008

U.S. House of Representatives

District BVAP Democrat Dem Vote Rep Vote Republican

AL 7 57.8 /Artur DavisI - - Unopposed

CA 9 24.5 /Barbara LeeI 86 10 Charles Hargrave

CA 33 29.6 /Diane WatsonI 88 12 David Crowley

CA 35 35 /Maxine WatersI 83 13 Ted Hayes

CA 37 24.7 /Laura RichardsonI 76 - Unopposed

D.C. 55.7 /Eleanor Holmes NortonI 93 7 Adrian Salsgiver

FL 3 45.1 /Corrine BrownI - - Unopposed

FL 17 51.3 /Kendrick MeekI - - Unopposed

FL 22 24.6 /Ron KleinI 55 45 Allen West

FL 23 46.2 /Alcee HastingsI 82 18 Marion Thorpe, Jr.

GA 2 40.9 /Sanford BishopI 69 31 Lee Ferrell

GA 4 48.8 /Hank JohnsonI - - Unopposed

GA 5 51 /John LewisI - - Unopposed

GA 13 37.3 /David ScottI 69 31 Deborah Honeycutt

IL 1 63.2 /Bobby RushI 86 14 Antoine Members

IL 2 59.4 /Jesse Jackson, Jr.I 89 11 Anthony Williams

IL 7 55.9 /Danny K. DavisI 85 15 Steve Miller

IL 10 6.7 Dan Seals 44 56 /Mark Kirk I

IN 7 26.7 /Andre CarsonI 65 35 Unopposed

LA 21 59.3 William JeffersonI Runoff 12/2/2008 Anh “Joseph” Cao

LA 7 22.7 Don Gravins, Jr. 34 62 /Charles Boustany, Jr. I

MD 4 55.3 /Donna EdwardsI 85 14 Peter James

MD 7 57 /Elijah CummingsI 79 19 Mike Hargadon

MI 13 57.9 /Carolyn KilpatrickI 74 19 Edward Gubics

MI 14 58.9 /John ConyersI 92 - Unopposed

MN 5 10.2 /Keith EllisonI (DFL) 71 22 Barb Davis White

MS 2 58.9 /Bennie ThompsonI 69 31 Richard Cook

MO 1 45.8 /William Clay, Jr.I 87 - Unopposed

MO 5 21.8 /Emanuel CleaverI 64 36 Jacob Turk

NJ 10 54.3 /Donald PayneI 99 - Unopposed

NY 6 51.1 /Gregory MeeksI - - Unopposed

NY 10 60 /Edolphus TownsI 94 6 Salvatore Grupico

NY 11 56.8 /Yvette ClarkeI 93 7 Hugh Carr

NY 15 30.5 /Charles RangelI 87 9 Ed Daniels

NC 1 47.6 /George K. Butterfield, Jr.I 70 30 Dean Stephens

NC 12 41.9 /Mel WattI 72 28 Ty Cobb, Jr.

OH 11 51.6 /Marcia Fudge 85 15 Thomas Pekarek

PA 1 42.2 /Robert BradyI 91 9 Mike Muhammad

PA 2 56.5 /Chaka FattahI 89 11 Adam Lang

SC 6 53.5 /James ClyburnI  68 32 Nancy Harrelson

TX 9 36.5 /Al GreenI 94 - Unopposed

TX 18 40.3 /Sheila J. LeeI 77 20 John Faulk

TX 30 41 /Eddie B. JohnsonI 83 16 Fred Wood

VA 3 52.7 /Robert ScottI - - Unopposed

VA 4 33.3 Andrea Miller 40 60 /Randy Forbes I

V.I. 61.4 /Donna Christian-CristensenI - - Unopposed

WI-4 27.8 /Gwen MooreI 89 - Unopposed

U.S. Senate

State BVAP Democrat Dem Vote Rep Vote Republican

Alabama 24 Vivian D. Figures 37 63 /Jeff Sessions I

Mississippi 33.1 Erik Fleming 38 62 /Thad Cochran I

KEY: Non-African American candidates! names are underlined; I incumbent  / Winner

percent) compared to blacks making between $75,000 
and $100,000 (31 percent to 63 percent) who are 
more likely to support a racial group solidarity over 
individualism.

These responses suggest that coalitions across the 
color line can be nurtured and strengthened around 
issues of  mutual concern. Since most low- to 
moderate-income blacks, whites and Latinos described 
themselves as “working class” rather than middle-
class, issues and policies that address the concerns of  
working Americans - universal health care, increasing 
the minimum wage, reforming public education - 
might be successful if  these appeals are centered on 
social class rather than framed through racial appeals.  

There is a willingness, especially among blacks and 
Latinos, to support solving problems facing their 
communities through building coalitions with other 
groups. When both groups were asked in the survey 
if  it was better to build coalitions with other racial and 
ethnic groups or to work alone as a group to solve 
problems, eight out of  10 blacks and Latinos support 
working in multiracial coalitions to solve problems in 
their communities. 

This openness to work across racial and ethnic 
boundaries was reflected in messages from 
Sen. Obama’s campaign. The Obama campaign 
strategically avoided direct racial appeals to African 
American voters, constantly emphasizing bringing 
people together from various racial, religious, and 
class backgrounds in order to support a universal 
cause. 

These findings by no means suggest that African 
Americans do not feel that racial inequality is no 
longer a problem in their lives. When asked if  blacks 
have achieved racial equality, will soon achieve 
equality or will blacks receive equality in their life 
times or never receive equality, blacks were far more 
pessimistic than whites and Latinos. A little over 
half  of  blacks - 52 percent - report that blacks have 
achieved or will soon achieve racial equality compared 
to 44 percent of  blacks who think that racial equality 
will not be achieved in their lifetimes or ever. Whites 
and Latinos are far more optimistic about black 

progress.  Three-quarters of  whites (75 percent) and 66 
percent of  Latinos think that blacks have achieved or 
will soon achieve racial equality compared to 20 percent 
of  whites and 25 percent of  Latinos who believe 
that racial equality for blacks will not happen in their 
lifetimes or ever happen. 

Despite blacks’ relatively pessimistic view of  equality in 
the United States, the levels of  national identity, social 
class attachments and the softening of  racial group 
solidarity reflect the shifting social identities of  African 
Americans.  These competing identities among African 
Americans open the potential for the formation of  
multiracial coalitions around issues that appeal to a wide 
swath of  Americans.  Whether these shifting identities 
are permanent or temporary depends on the success 
of  the Obama presidency and the sense among African 
Americans that they have an equal voice in the political 
and policy process. 
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