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Brief Introduction to Texas

254 counties and 25 MSAs

Population

• 25.7 million Total
population (27% Under 18)

• Between 2000-10:
• Population increased by

20.6% (2x national rate)

• Child Population increased
by 1M (Half of U.S. net child
pop. growth)

• Racial/Ethnic Profile:
• 45% White, non-Hispanic,

• 38% Hispanic,

• 12% African-American

Labor Force and Unemployment:
• 7.8% average unemployment for

2011
• Between the first quarter of 2007 and

the third quarter of 2011 private
sector employment grew by 4.5%

• Majority-minority labor force
Income Inequality:

• Over 62% of public school students
are economically disadvantaged

• 2 of 3 (68%) of tax filers are low-
income (IRS)

• In 2011, 2.57 million Texas filers
received $6.5 billion in federal EITC

No State Income Tax
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Assets & Opportunity Scorecard:
Financial Insecurity and Policies to Rebuild Prosperity in America



How Texas Measures Up on Key Opportunity
Indicators

• CFED Rankings
• 51st in Uninsured Rate
• 47th in Unbanked Households; 9th in

Foreclosure Rate
• 4th in Home Affordability; 42nd in

Homeownership Rate
• 49th in Share of Consumers that are

Subprime
• 41st in Low-Wage Jobs
• 51st in High School degree attainment
• 40th in Two-Year Degree Attainment







Why Develop a New Local Data Source?
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 Providing better and timely data to local
stakeholders to measure community impact

 Driving conversations toward manageable,
measureable, and actionable outcomes

 Informing public policy debate on statewide
strategies to improve and measure
performance indicators

 Crossing traditional policy silos and agency
boundaries to address barriers to individual
and community development

 Generating comparable local and regional
snapshots to assess opportunity structures



Texas Regional Opportunity Index (TROI)

Identifies, develops, and compares
economic mobility indicators
across regions in Texas:

 Counties (254)

 State Agency Jurisdictions
 Education Service Centers (TEA)

 Higher Education (THECB)

 Economic Regions (Comptroller)

 COG Regions

 WDA Regions (TWC)

 HHS Regions (HHSC)

 Population/MSA Tiers (4)
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Data Sources

Incorporates:

Census Data

Federal & State
Agency Data
7 federal agencies

9 Texas agencies

Proprietary Data
Contributions from 5

non-profit sources

 CPPP Analysis
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Building Financial Security
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Financial

Security

Protect

Learn

EarnSave

Invest

Adapted from CFED Household Security Framework

K-12 Education

Post-secondary
Education and
Skills Development

Economic
Development and
Jobs

Income and Financial
Stability

Savings and
Assets

Income and
Financial
Stability

Credit and Debt

Savings and Assets

Health Credit and
Debt

Savings and Assets



TROI by Opportunity Cluster
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10%

7%

10%

19%
31%

15%

8%
Credit & Debt

Economic Development &
Jobs

Health

Income & Financial
Stability

K-12 Education

Postsecondary Education &
Skills Development

Savings & Assets

* 59 Total Indicators



Sample Indicators
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Clusters Examples of Available Indicators

Credit and Debt Average Credit Score, Credit Card Debt

Economic Development and Jobs Business Establishment Rate, Labor Force
Participation Rate, Long-Term Unemployment

Health CHIP Renewal Rate, Primary Care Providers,
Uninsured Rates for Children and Adults

Income and Financial Stability Child Care Affordability, Local Cost of Living,
Underbanked Households Rate

K-12 Education TAKS Passing Rates, AP and Dual Credit
Rates, Public Pre-K Enrollment, ED Student
Dropout Rates

Post-secondary Education & Skills
Development

Degree Completion Rates, FAFSA
Completion Rates, Enrollment Rates

Savings and Assets Foreclosure Rate, Prepaid College Savings
Rate, Financial Institution Density



K-12 Sample Indicator Definitions
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Indicator Numerator Denominator
Data Source

(Date)
Definition

3rd Grade TAKS
Math Pass Rate

Number of 3rd Graders
Passing the Math TAKS

Total Number of 3rd
Graders Completing
Math TAKS

Texas Education
Agency (2010-11)

Share of 3rd grade students
passing the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)
Math Exam

AP/Dual Credit Rate

Number of High School
Students Taking AP or Dual
Credit

Total Number of High
School Students
(Cumulative
Enrollment)

Texas Education
Agency (2010-11)

Share of 9th-12th graders taking
at least one advanced/dual
enrollment course

Economically
Disadvantaged K-12
Retention Rate

Number of ED Students
Held Back in Any Grade

Total Number of ED
Students

Texas Education
Agency (2010-11)

Share of K-12 economically
disadvantaged students who
repeated a grade

SAT/ACT Success
Rate

Number of 12th Graders
Meeting or Exceeding
ACT/SAT Criterion

Total Number of 12th
Graders Examined by
ACT/SAT

Texas Education
Agency (2010-11)

Share of examinees scoring at or
above the criterion score (SAT
1110, ACT Composite 24)

Secondary School
Drop Out Rate

Number of High School
Students Reported as
"Dropouts"

Total Number of High
School Students (4yr
cohort)

Texas Education
Agency (2010-11)

Share of students in the class of
2010 who dropped out of school,
students who started 9th grade in
2006-2007

TAKS Math Pass
Rate for
Economically
Disadvantaged
Students (All
grades)

Total Number of ED
Students Passing Math
TAKS

Total Number of ED
Students Completing
Math TAKS

Texas Education
Agency (2010-11)

Share of economically
disadvantaged students passing
the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)
Math exam across all grades



Income and Financial Stability Sample
Indicator Definitions
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Indicator Numerator Denominator
Data Source

(Date)
Definition

Child Care Affordability

Average Weekly Child
Care Rate

Average Weekly Wage

Texas Workforce
Commission (2010)

Ratio of Child Care
Market Rates to Local
Income

Food Bank Distribution
Rate

Pounds (lbs.) of food
distributed by food bank
(12-month period)

Total Number of Food
Insecure Residents, 2009

Texas Food Bank
Network (2009-2010)

Pounds of Food
Distributed by Local Food
Bank per Food Insecure
Resident

Local Cost of Living

Housing and Utilities for a
Family of 3, Annualized in
2011-2012 Dollars Median Family Income

IRS/U.S. Housing &
Urban Development
(2011-12)

Share of Median Family
Income Spent on Housing
& Utilities (Family of 3)

Underbanked-
Households Rate

Number of Underbanked
Households

Total Number of
Households

CFED/U.S. Treasury
(2009)

Share of Households
Underbanked (uses
alternative financial
services)

VITA Preparation Rate

Total Returns Prepared
by a Volunteer
Organization
(VITA/TCE/Military VITA)

Total Number of Low
Income Returns IRS (Tax Year 2010)

Share of Low Income
Returns Prepared by All
IRS-VITA Agencies

WIC Participation Rate

Number of Participants in
the Women, Infants,&
Children Program (WIC)
Participants

Number of Individuals
WIC Eligible

CPPP Analysis of Texas
Dept. of State Health
Svcs/Bureau of Nutrition
Svcs; Texas State Data
Center (2010)

Share of Income-eligibles
Participating in WIC



Examples from the Midland Opportunity
Assessment

May 2012

The TROI In Action:



Midland Project Overview
22

 CPPP worked with United Way of
Midland to conduct a local opportunity
assessment using TROI data

 Data provided on over 60 primary
indicators of financial, health, and
educational outcomes

 Midland ranked on performance relative
to multiple comparison groups

 Recommendations based upon qualitative
& quantitative findings
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TROI: Where Midland County Leads

Indicator Cluster Midland County Texas

Business Establishment Rate
Economic Development

& Jobs 34.0 20.9

Labor Force
Participation Rate

Economic Development
& Jobs 77.6% 66.4%

Unbanked/Underbanked Rate
Income & Financial

Stability 9.9%/11.1% 11.6%/24.1%

Food Bank Distribution Rate
Income & Financial

Stability 31.8 24.7

Postsecondary (2yr) Enrollment
Rate for Recent High School

Grads

Postsecondary
Education & Skills

Development 8.9% 13.4%
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TROI: Where Midland County Lags

Indicator Cluster Midland County Texas

Microbusiness Rate

Economic
Development &

Jobs 6.3 18.6

Access to Primary Care
Providers

(per 10,000) Health 7.3 9.2

CHIP Renewal Rate Health 47.6% 63.6%

Income Inequality
Income &

Financial Stability 0.485 .450

SAT/ACT Participation Rate K-12 Education 43.4% 62.6%

TAKS Math Pass Rate (ED) K-12 Education 69.0% 76.3%

FAFSA Completion Rate

Postsecondary
Education &

Training 9.2% 18.9%



TROI: Next Steps

 Validate and confirm final indicators

 Identify appropriate data management tool

 Transition to live platform with GIS capability
(Coming Fall 2012)

 More local engagement
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Districts Failing or Under Academic Watch Districts with 1 in 3 Children in Poverty







EXAMPLE: 2 Adults, 1 Preschooler and a Schoolchild

THE WAGE TOOL

ECONOMIC SECURITY TABLE



THE WAGE TOOL:
Comparing Different Wages with Economic Security Needs

Child Care Worker Elementary School Teacher



USING THE TOOL WITH STUDENTS AND GROUPS



Comparing Two Family Types in Hinds County

1 ADULT 1 ADULT & 1 INFANT



USING BASIC ECONOMIC SECURITY TABLES

• Facilitate career and education planning with counselors
• Counselors, College Students and High School Students

• Continuing Education Units (CEU) for Mississippi Guidance Counselors
• Dropout Prevention Workshops – Lincoln County
• Master Economics Teacher Training

• Guide worker decisions on training
• Mississippi Community College Partnership - Career Tech Counselor Training

• Show the value of public supports and training supports
• Advocacy group capacity building, Coalitions and Direct Service Providers

• Community Profiles
• Racial Equity Training – William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation

• Set program goals and measure outcomes
• Funder Collaboratives, Non-Profits and State Agencies

• Provide lessons on budgeting, basic needs and savings
• High Schoolers and Adults



Resources:

Basic Economic Security Calculator:
http://mepconline.com/self-
sufficiency-standard/your-

standard.php

MEPC’s website: http://mepconline.org

Ed Sivak: esivak@mepconline.org
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