
 Hurricanes Katrina and Gustav highlighted the vulnerability of
the African American community to the types of extreme
weather events that the scientific community believes will be
exacerbated by global climate change.

 This vulnerability stems not only from the initial calamities
themselves, but also from a lack of economic, health, and
institutional resources to avoid and mitigate global warming’s
worst effects.

 By affecting the price and availability of energy supplies,
global warming mitigation policies could also have a
disproportionate impact on African Americans, who on
average spend a greater share of their household income on
energy.

 There is an urgent need to sharply and quickly increase African
Americans’ understanding of climate change and its potential
impact on their communities, and to ensure they have a seat at
the table when climate change solutions and energy policy
initiatives are discussed.
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The Joint Center’s Commission to Engage African Americans on Climate Change will work with African Americans and
others to understand the impacts that climate change will have on their communities, and work to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and ensure that energy policies are fair to all Americans. Among the Commission’s key objectives are:
 Build a broad and geographically diverse coalition of scientists, activists, policy makers, labor, entrepreneurs, educators,

religious leaders and business people committed to engaging the African American community on the issue of climate
change.

 Participate in activities to educate and engage black youth and students, the media, voters, civil rights groups, black
churches, and black elected officials at the federal, state and local levels to be more involved with the political debate over
climate change.

 Provide support for research, policy, partnerships and outreach activities.
 Develop and implement strategies to involve the black community, specifically business and entrepreneurs, in the

economic opportunities unleashed by the “green economy.”
 Reframe the debate on climate change in terms that both resonate with the African American community and express the

concerns and needs of the community.

 Ascertain black public opinion and knowledge of global warming.
 Health impacts - the relationship between global warming and the following variables: asthma, air pollution, infectious

diseases and heat stress.
 Economic impacts - conduct a green finance assessment that will elaborate on the possibilities for African Americans to

lead, participate and shape the emerging green economy across multiple scales: from wage work to finance and capital
investments.

 Determine how global warming will impact black communities in the U.S. and people of color around the world.
 Assess efforts that can be undertaken to engage black communities in the climate change debate, and empower black

elected officials who seek to ameliorate the problems associated with global warming in the U.S. and worldwide.
 Engage black youth and students to become part of the coalition of people who are fighting global warming.

 Established principles to promote equitable climate change legislation that achieve the following goals: reduce emissions
to avoid dangerous climate change, thus improving overall air quality and public health; shift America away from an over-
reliance on fossil fuels to a clean energy economy; and recognize and minimize any adverse and disproportionate
economic impacts on vulnerable communities resulting from both climate change and policies to address it – while seeking
to fulfill international emissions reduction commitments.

 Convened a series of regional meetings to raise awareness of climate change issues among African Americans, with a
focus on students and faculty at HBCUs. Participants have included EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson.

 Advising members of Congress and the Obama Administration regarding climate change and its specific impact on
African Americans and communities of color.

 Collaborating with Science Weekly magazine, a periodical targeted at grade-school children, to produce a special climate
change issue featuring age-appropriate scientific information.

 Planning a Targeted Cities initiative to focus on climate-impacted cities with substantial African American populations.
Through this initiative, the Commission will interact with local officials and community leaders to facilitate research on
climate change impacts and policies; to educate communities about the effects of climate change; to determine how local
communities are addressing climate change; and to identify and promote successful sustainability models.

 Adopted a local elementary school and engaged in community clean up and will continue to partner with and highlight
climate change projects involving students.

 Completed a second national opinion survey of African American responses to climate change as it relates to policy
implications, environmental concerns, health issues, and economic opportunities such as green jobs and political impacts.

 Received UN NGO Observer Status and sponsored a delegation to participate in the COP15 meeting in Copenhagen,
Denmark.


