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AGENDA

Wednesday, June 10, 2015	
2-4:30 p.m. | Policing and Criminal Justice
Location: SD-G11 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Participants: U.S. Senator Cory Booker, U.S. Senator Rand Paul, U.S. 
Congressman Bobby Scott, J.C. Watts, Urban Institute Researcher Jocelyn 
Fontaine PhD, Bernard Kerik, Urban Institute Researcher Ryan King, Wayne 
County Sheriff Benny Napoleon 

5-6:30 p.m. | Conversation with Congressional Leadership
Location: 2322 Rayburn House Office Building

Participants: Democratic Whip U.S. Congressman Steny Hoyer, Financial  
Services Committee Ranking Member U.S. Congresswoman Maxine Waters, 
Judiciary Committee Ranking Member U.S. Congressman John Conyers, Energy 
and Power Subcommittee Ranking Member U.S. Congressman Bobby Rush,  
Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit Subcommittee Ranking Member  
U.S. Congressman William Lacy Clay, U.S. Congressman Hakeem Jeffries

6:30-8 p.m. | Opening Reception
Location: 2322 Rayburn House Office Building

Thursday, June 11, 2015 	
All sessions will be held at GW Law, 2000 H Street, NW, except where noted

8-8:50 a.m. | Legislative Leadership Session

9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. | Technology
Segments on broadband infrastructure and home adoption, startups/
entrepreneurship, and tech diversity

Participants: National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
Administrator Larry Strickling, Pew Fellow John Horrigan, PhD, Comcast Public 
Policy ED Madura Wijewardena, FCC Chief of Staff to Commissioner Clyburn 
Chanelle Hardy, former National Broadband Plan Executive Director Blair Levin, 
Verizon VP Emilio Gonzalez, Swiftwing Ventures COO Patrick Gusman, MMTC 
President Kim Keenan, WashingTECH President Joseph Miller, Former NAACP 
President and CEO and Kapor Capital Partner Benjamin Todd Jealous, Google 
Senior Policy Advisor Jenny Backus



1:40-4:10 p.m. | Financial Services 
Segments on challenges of the unbanked and challenges to credit availability

Participants: MasterCard Global Head of Public Policy Shawn Miles, FDIC  
Senior Consumer Research Associate Yazmin Osaki, Potomac Coalition 
President Larry Parks, U.S. Small Business Administration Assistant 
Administrator Christopher James

4:20-5 p.m. | Wrap Up

FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2015	
8-8:30 a.m. | Legislative Leadership Session

8:30-11:15 a.m. | Energy Workforce 
Segments on oil and gas, electricity, and renewables

Participants: FERC Commissioner Colette Honorable, BP VP Ray Dempsey,  
EEI Executive VP David Owens, Pepco Strategic Policy Director Robert Revelle, 
American Association of Blacks in Energy President Paula Jackson, STEM 
Education, Energy, and Workforce Senior Research Scientist Carlos Rodriguez, 
PhD, U.S. Dept. of Energy, Solar Energy Technologies Office Director Minh Le

11:40 a.m.-2 p.m. | Meetings at White House
Location: EEOB	

Energy, MBK, Criminal Justice: Director of Office of Urban Affairs, Justice, & 
Opportunity Roy Austin, Public Engagement Advisor Heather Foster, Associate 
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs Elias Alcantara,  Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Energy and Climate Change Dan Utech, Special Assistant to 
the President and Deputy Director of Intergovernmental Affairs Rohan Patel, 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Director of Intergovernmental Affairs 
Jerry Abramson, Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director of 
Intergovernmental Affairs Adrian Saenz, and Special Assistant to the President 
and Senior Director of Cabinet Affairs for My Brother’s Keeper Michael Smith

2-2:30 p.m. | Next Steps



ROUNDTABLE PARTICIPANTS
Georgia House Minority Leader Stacey Abrams 	

Nevada Senate Co-Minority Whip Kelvin Atkinson 

Maryland House Majority Whip Talmadge Branch 

Cleveland City Council Majority Leader Phyllis Cleveland 

Illinois Senate Financial Institutions Chair Jacqueline Collins 

Houston City Council Vice Mayor Pro Tem Jerry Davis 

Illinois House Criminal Justice Chair La Shawn Ford 

Tennessee Senate Minority Leader Lee Harris 

DC Council Chair Pro Tem Kenyan McDuffie 

Hawaii Immediate Past Senate President Donna Mercado Kim 

Alabama House Minority Chair Darrio Melton 

Colorado House Speaker Pro Tem Dan Pabon 

Montana Minority Caucus Chair Carolyn Pease-Lopez

Charlotte City Council Budget Chair Greg Phillips 

North Carolina General Assembly Minority Conference Chair Garland E. Pierce 

Maryland Senate Majority Leader & National Black Caucus of State Legislators President Catherine Pugh 

Long Beach Councilman Rex Richardson 

Santa Ana Mayor Pro Tem Vincent Sarmiento 

Jackson City Council President De’Keither Stamps 

Louisville City Council President David Tandy 

Georgia Senate Minority Caucus Chair Horacena Tate 

West Virginia Delegate Jill Upson 

Texas State Representative Jason Villalba 

New Orleans City Council President Jason Rogers Williams 

Baltimore City Council President Bernard “Jack” Young



HONORARY HOSTS
Congressman G.K. Butterfield (Honorary Co-Chair)
Congresswoman Judy Chu (Honorary Co-Chair)
Congresswoman Linda Sánchez (Honorary Co-Chair)
Congresswoman Alma Adams
Congresswoman Joyce Beatty
Congressman Sanford Bishop
Congressman Earl Blumenauer
Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo
Congressman Robert Brady
Congresswoman Corrine Brown
Congresswoman Lois Capps
Senator Ben Cardin
Congressman André Carson
Congressman Joaquín Castro
Congresswoman Katherine Clark
Congressman William Lacy Clay
Congressman Emanuel Cleaver II
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
Congressman Gerry Connolly
Congressman John Conyers, Jr.
Congressman Joseph Crowley
Congressman Elijah Cummings
Congressman Daniel Davis
Congressman John Delaney
Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro
Congresswoman Donna Edwards
Congressman Keith Ellison
Congresswoman Anna G. Eshoo
Congressman Chaka Fattah
Congresswoman Marcia Fudge
Congressman Al Green
Congressman Alcee Hastings
Congressman Jim Himes
Congressman Steny Hoyer
Congressman Hakeem Jeffries
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson
Congressman Hank Johnson
Congresswoman Robin Kelly

Congressman Ron Kind
Senator Angus King
Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence
Congresswoman Barbara Lee
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee
Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren
Congresswoman Doris Matsui
Congressman Jim McDermott
Congressman Jerry McNerney
Congressman Gregory Meeks
Senator Barbara Mikulski
Congresswoman Gwen Moore
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton
Congressman Donald Payne, Jr.
Congressman David Price
Congressman Charles Rangel
Democratic Leader Harry Reid
Congressman Cedric Richmond
Congressman Bobby Rush
Congressman Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky
Congressman Adam Schiff
Congressman Bobby Scott
Congresswoman Terri Sewell
Congressman Brad Sherman
Congressman Albio Sires
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter
Congressman Mark Takai
Congressman Paul Tonko
Congresswoman Norma Torres
Congressman Chris Van Hollen
Congressman Marc Veasey
Senator Mark Warner
Congresswoman Maxine Waters
Congresswoman Frederica Wilson
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Recent Joint Center Activities
Since March 2015, we have:  

•	 Issued 50 Years of the Voting Rights Act, a 46-page report detailing voter 
turnout by race, the number of elected officials of color, and polarized  
voting from 1965-present

•	 Traveled to Selma, where we hosted a voting rights panel and marched  
with Congressman John Lewis, President Obama, and President Bush 

•	 Retained several great new team members, including Peter Groff, who 
served as the nation’s third African-American State Senate President  

•	 Organized a Roundtable of top state legislative and city council leaders  
of color

Right now, we are focused on:

•	 Organizing a November Conference of the nation’s most innovative officials 
of color

•	 Publishing a report on the status of diversity among top staff in the U.S. Senate

•	 Updating our Roster of 11,000 U.S. Black Elected Officials 

•	 Updating our platform for opinion research of people of color
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Policy and Strategy
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Alejandra M. Hernández Irizarry
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Chismo Okoji
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Adriana Vélez-León
Katelyn Walker
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About the Joint Center
The Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, founded 
in 1970, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit public policy organization that 
produces innovative, high-impact ideas, research, and policy 
solutions that have a positive impact on communities of color.  
We do this by building and fueling a network of innovative 
elected and appointed officials and scholars for whom this 
goal is a priority.


